
September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, s.w, 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dock& NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card senices &or a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these wmers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to Iook for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiimds, 

These cards offer mnvenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden f w  or 
Gharges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers l i t d l y  risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price bikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consurnm that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to 1 0 4  telephone companie5 will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calla, jeopardizing the b d t s  Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these ssnrices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
conswers and decide that these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Addstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal. Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W, 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military fmilies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
cornurnem do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service, For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with fmily and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consmer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone senrices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘Sn-state” access 
charges and other fees on prspaid cards. The fees would fuanel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the busden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effott to raise rates on American 
consmers and decide that these services ate not subject to the exorbitant new 8ccess 
charges and other fees. 

Michael C O ~ P S  
Kathleen Abemathy 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissions Jonathan Adelstein. 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC DocketNO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon d i n g  card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with famiry and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictabIe cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
fbr these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directry to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fd  squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local tetephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges an pre-paid calls, jeapardidng the benefits Hispanic and other 
communitics gain *om these servim. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Ametiean 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops 
Commissioner Kathhn Abmathy 
Commkioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Addstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman MichaeI Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and otber minority communities reiy upon low-cost tdecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately hanning millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide, 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank acco’lmts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, Senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raking the price of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase jxl the oost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner’Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

,RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommuxications 
services ta accomplish many every day tasks, h m  looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upou services upon which we 
depend, jmediatety harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card Services, Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank acmum and other means necessary 
to subscribe to focal telephmc service, rely upon these prepaid calling catds to stay 
connected at set affoldable rates. Students, immigrants, s&m citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected, Raising the price of 
prepaid sewices will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affiable,  Please look out for con9umetg and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, r-.' 
ccs: fl Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telewznmunicatim 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking fur a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon servi~es upon which we 
depend, imediateIy h d n g  millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necasary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected, Raising the w c e  of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that can least afford pice increases. 

Imposing instate charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, I 

ccs: Comissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Katbleen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



Septembex 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on pepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service, For these msmms,  a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends, 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected ifthe prices of these car& increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other co~lsumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wirefess telephone services. 

But such price hikes are pteoisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
I& afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges t~ be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain. fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new acoess 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chaiman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Deat Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hiddm charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minotities, lower-income f a d i e s ,  senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military fmilia rely upon calling card services for a variety of n d s .  Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with f d l y  and friends. 

These cards offer convenience add predictable cost, as there are- no hidden fees or 
charges, In economicaIly disadvantaged ateas, conscnners literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they Eve an afbrdable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fat1 squarely upon those consumers that can 
least a r d  to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain ftom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Amencan 
consuxners and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new a m  
charges and other fees, 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Cbmmissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Comraissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

C h h m  Michael Powell 
FederaI Comm~nicatioss Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO, 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income familie!$, senior citizens, immigmnts, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, m,ake a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consuxnm literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it innicts new %-state’’ accms 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please stop any e f f m  to raise rates on American 
consunem and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and othm fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Streq S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or tbe means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these cunsumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look fbr a job, for afkrdable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and f i d s .  

These cards offa convenience and predictable cost, as there 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone sewices. 

no hidden fees or 

But such price h ika  are precisely what the FCC wiIl do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies whde the burden would fall squarely upon those comm that can 
least a%rd to bear it. 

Adding acoess charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jmpardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fkom these services. Please stop any &ort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Conununications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not irnpse new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card setvices far a variety of needs. Many o f  these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accouIlts, or the mean9 to pay a large 
deposit for local telepbone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone catls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In emnomicdly disadvantaged areas, co~sume~s  literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards am indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those collsu~ners that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will Substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain h m  these services. Please Stop any effort to raise ratw on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new accegs 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: ‘Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th StrW, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
c o w e r s  do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these cdmumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
opon they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and Mends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically di,sadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards in-. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they ate an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone servicm. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden wou1.d fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies wi11 substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bend& Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effixt to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin M a t h  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lowet-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon d i n g  card semicas for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, OT the me8115 to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these comumets, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay comected -to make phone calls to look fix a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and Wends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden feees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consmm literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling wds are indispaable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pe-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers th,at can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone oompanies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain ftom these services, Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

J 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chaiman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charga and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lowex-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
coflsumers do not have the credit history, bank amounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordabIe 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumen l i t d l y  risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other oonsumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those c o n s ~ e r s  that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

a s :  Commissioner Michael C o p s  
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
CommisSioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Addstdn 



September 16,2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Commurications Cdmrnission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new 
calling card services. 

idden charges and fees on prepaid 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the oredit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for focal telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, 85 there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers Iiterdly risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they me an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees wonld funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Addmg access charges to be paid to local telepbone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefita Hispanic and other 
cmmmunities gain h m  these sewices. Please stop any e f f i  to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new 8c1cess 
charges and othm fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M d n  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telwlommunjcations 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, imediately harming millions of Hispanic and otheir consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local. telephone service, rely upon these m a i d  calling cards to stay 
comected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges, 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Xmposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged cotl9umets. AIlowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would Cwtainry make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

S incaely, 

c&: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
44.5 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income hilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military h i l i e s  rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or rhe means to pay a lwge 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” acms 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to tb.e exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mattin 
Comissioner Jonathan Gdelstdn 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chainman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, M stay in touch with family and Wends. 

These cards offer convenien& and predictable cost, as thae are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase, Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an afkrdable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such pxice hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burdm would fa11 squarely upon those co11smm that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding acces charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 

Comssioner Kevin M d n  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedad Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card savices. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consmm, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone ails to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid cds, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these s d c e s .  Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
F e d 4  Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not ..npose new hiden charges an 
calling card services. 

Res ou prepaid 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citi7-, immigrants, college students aad 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these Consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay cannected - to make phone calls to look for a job, fm affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convdence and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged area, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on, p p i d  calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communitics gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington,DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new bidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card m y  be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local. 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon aose consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid cdlls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain h m  these services. Please stop any e f h t  to raise rates on Amhcan 
consu~~ecs and decide that these sewices are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: 1 Commissio&r Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M d n  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior Citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit fix local telephone service For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look fbr a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged sreas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are m affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘’in-state” access 
charga and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumen that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these sav ices  are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Comissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Comrnissiotl 
445 12th Skeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card s d c e s .  

Minorities, lower-income fiunilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card senices for a varkty of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone smiw. For these consmm, a prepaid card may be the only 
option hey lwve to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and Mads. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there am no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk bung 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling w d s  are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an afYordabIe alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what rhe FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel diredly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the beuefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumets and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fes. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Strm S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior Citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service, For these consumers, 8 prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay comected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make 8 doctor’s appointmeat, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there we no hidden fees or 
charges. In economicaily disadvantaged areas, c o m e r s  literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘Tn-state” access 
charges and otha fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarety upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these senrices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consuers and decide that these senrices are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powcll: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not imp- - e  new hidden charges and fees on prepai 
d i n g  card services. 

Minofities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college *dents and 
d h y  families rely upon calling card Services for 8 variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone m i c e .  For these mnsmm, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economicall;y disadvantaged areas, consurnera literalIy risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispeosabIe 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone Services. 

But such pice hikes are precisely what the FCC wit1 do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fm on prepaid cards. The f w  would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consurnm that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies Will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, n 1 )  

ccs: bmW+u Commissioner Michael Corns 

Commissioner Kathleen ~ ikAathy c/ 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 


